OUR CONTRIBUTION TO

RENEWING THE GLOBAL
MUNICIPAL PEACE MOVEMENT
at the 2022 #UCLGCongress
This document gathers the outcomes of several local government
cooperation initiatives held in recent years with the aim of renewing the
municipal agenda on peace and disarmament at a global level.
In articulating our broad understanding of human rights, culture of
peace and decentralized cooperation, we seek to inspire the new Global
Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City and the UCLG Pact for the
Future to be adopted at the 2022 UCLG Congress of Daejeon.
We look forward to co-creating a more impactful, diverse and
far-reaching global municipal peace movement : A necessary actor in
bringing about the 2030 Agenda and leaving no one and no place behind.

The time we live in: Global outlook
The international foundations of peace are under stress.
The recent escalation of threats between nuclear powers are its ultimate
and most tragic example. These reflect a dramating rebalancing of
international security, in opposition to the collective values established and
shared by the whole international community through UN membership.
They are the most immediate risk to everyone’s security.
Redefining the global meaning of peace and international cooperation as
a means to achieve it has never been more important.

Mayors for Peace PX Vision (2020)
« With cities and the citizens who live in them being their targets,
and catastrophic consequences on a global scale to be inflicted
by their use, nuclear weapons are the greatest threat to the safety
and security of citizens’ lives. We urge global leaders to effect
peace-oriented policy change by calling on the UN and national
governments, especially the nuclear-armed states and their allies,
to take action for the total elimination of nuclear weapons »
Rooted in ethical values and a realistic appraisal of the international
situation, the peace movement has lately gained momentum and is
ready to address the multiple existential challenges of our time.
From grassroots communities to international institutions, the movement
has been framed by the contributions of generations. Again, it is now ready
to play a role - through new collective action pathways, if necessary.

Peace and conflict in our cities and towns

Where people most often face the consequences of war is in urban
territories: where people live. On purpose, cities and towns are the most
affected and where the impacts of war can be felt for more people.
In war, cities and towns are often affected by indiscriminate bombing and
shelling. They also live under the silent, yet constant, threat of becoming
the target of nuclear weapons: for these are city-killers by nature. Under
assault, the destruction of their infrastructure triggers the movement of
refugees and in turn other territories are called upon to welcome and
accommodate them. Wars leave a legacy of trauma and destruction
amongst entire generations of people.
However, violence and insecurity should also be understood through
more complex ways when referring to cities. We should never forget those
forms of violence related to socio-economic, cultural and political
realities. Urban violences affect the day-to-day lives of many inhabitants
negatively, and inequality is the main factor behind these urban violences.
It is through equal and meaningful access to all human rights that we can
mitigate violence in our cities and towns.

Cities and Territories of Peace Forum (2021)
« Cities and territories of peace must foster tolerance and respect
for diversity, as well as facilitate coexistence and dialogue through
policies aimed at reducing constructed vulnerability and the
respect for human rights. Policies must make explicit their basis in
respect for human, civil, political, economic or environmental
rights. This cannot be taken for granted: It must be made explicit »
Our narrative understands cities not only as a source of peace-related
challenges, but also as our main spaces of mobilization to address them.

Urban territories are places where a sense of community is created by
caring and addressing the needs of everyone and each of us - where the
way society functions and organizes is under constant renovation, hoping
to find more harmonious and in justice ways of living together.

Mayors for Peace PX Vision (2020)
« We will seek both to create an environment that urges
policymakers to demonstrate decisive leadership to effect
peace-oriented policy changes that facilitate the abolition of
nuclear weapons, and to establish a civil society in which citizens
act with a strong sense of solidarity for the realization of peaceful
coexistence between the whole of humanity. To that end, we will
cultivate peace consciousness and cause a culture of peace—a
culture in which the everyday actions of each member of the
public are grounded in thinking about peace—to take root in civil
society as the foundation of lasting world peace »

Our role: From local action to global mobilization
Local action is instrumental in building more peaceful cities and towns.
We are witnessing a new generation of policy innovation, where local
governments develop more ambitious initiatives to implement human
rights and tackle inequalities through cooperative local action. We see
policies aimed at making government more inclusive, participatory and
accessible. We focus on gaining our citizens’ trust and show that political
leadership can inspire and promote a culture of peace.
We hope to make our cities and towns safer and more enjoyable for all.

Gwangju Guiding Principles for a Human Rights City and
WHRCF Forum Final Declaration (2017)
« The Human Rights City recognizes the importance of human
rights education and learning as a means to foster a culture of
human rights and peace : We commit ourselves to work for more
a peaceful, inclusive and safer society through conflict
transformation and peace-making via people-to-people and
bottom-up solidarity actions »
Local governments are at the forefront of guaranteeing social rights.
Cities and towns show that tackling long-entrenched inequality is the best
pathway to living in peace. To achieve this, we improve all neighborhoods
to tackle socio-spatial inequality and make sure that no place is left
behind. We also address the needs of the most vulnerable within our
communities, protecting the right to housing, to food and to work.

Cities and Territories of Peace Forum (2021)
« Inequality between men and women, between all people, is a
form of violence. We believe that access to housing, health,
education and decent work and livelihoods must be the way
forward to build more just, equitable, inclusive and peaceful
societies, and that the development of feminist and nurturing
politics is essential to achieve this goal
We propose the following six frontier subjects for the Global Charter
Agenda update process, all of which gathering our policy interest to better
protect human rights by making our cities more peaceful:
● Promoting a culture of peace through government responsibility,
multi-stakeholder cooperation and intergenerational dialogues

● Bringing transformative perspectives to historical memory policies
● Achieving safer, healthier and inclusive public and natural spaces
● Caring for safer cities at night and the right to enjoy nightlife
● Addressing human trafficking
● Making our cities more resilient and committing to the notion of
welcoming cities towards those fleeing from war or seeking
opportunity, promoting to this end a notion of local citizenship
Local governments are also rallying around internationally with a view to
address the world’s most urgent challenges, from climate change to
building peace. Through our networks, local governments support the
elimination of nuclear weapons and seek to redefine peace as one of the
core foundations of the municipal movement; a peace municipalism.

Mayors for Peace PX Vision (2020)
« Firstly, we will seek to change the “nation-minded” approach
currently prevalent among global leaders, which prioritizes each
country’s own interests, to a “civic-minded” approach, which
values mutual aid and the recognition of shared interest.
Secondly and more importantly, we will seek to build a consensus
in civil society in favor of the realization of a peaceful, nuclear
weapon-free world. Through the shift represented by these two
things, we will urge policymakers to demonstrate decisive
leadership to effect peace-oriented policy change »

Proposals in support to the new Pact for the Future
In conclusion, we support the new Pact for the Future as an opportunity to
renew the global municipal narrative on peace, and to bring new action
and partnership proposals to the international peace movement.

We support a new Pact for the People that can help and inspire
local governments in tackling inequalities.
Through human rights approaches, local policy innovation can make a
difference in addressing exclusion and marginalization and protecting the
human rights of refugees, women, and groups discriminated against
because of race, language, culture, sexual orientation, religious or political
belief, or disability. The Pact for the People should also strive to achieve
more cohesive metropolitan spaces and strengthen solidarity between
territories - the spatial expressions of inequality.

We support a new Pact for the Planet to build more peaceful
cities through their renewed relationship to the environment.
Urban renaturalization can help us enjoy a healthier environment and safer
cities, taking on urban policy items such as traffic and transportation,
urban lifestyle and public space enjoyment. The Pact for the Planet should
also promote a urban-territorial approach to peaceful climate adaptation
and recognize the immense threat that a nuclear catastrophe would have
over the environment and life on earth.

We support a new Pact for Government and local governments
to enjoy stronger and more democratic local institutions capable of building trust and reinforce social dialogue.
Local governments are ready to play a more important role at an
international level and show themselves as an ally to the international
community. A Pact for the Government should promote a peaceful political
culture and prevent violence against locally elected representatives.

